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IBN AD-DAHHAN.

Abu Shujaa Muhammad Ibn Ali Ibn Shoaib, surnamed Fakhr ad-Din (ylonj of
religion], and generally known by the appellation of Ibn ad-Dahhan  'the son of the
oilman], was a native of Baghdad, a calculator of inheritance-shares >faradi] [1], an
arithmetician, and a philologer.    Having left Baghdad, he proceeded to Mosul and
got attached to the vizir Jamal ad-Din al-Ispahani (2); but he afterwards passed info
the service of the sultan Salah ad-Din, and was nominated by him director of the
government office (diwdn) at Maiyafarikin.    Being unable, in this post, to come to
a good understanding with the governor of the city, he removed to Damascus and
obtained a very inadequate pension, so that he dragged on a miserable existence.
In the year 586 (A. D.   1190), he went to Egypt,  and subsequently relumed to
Damascus, where he settled.    He drew up, on the partition of inheritances, a number
of works, containing tables, and, amongst other treatises, he composed a Ghartb af-
Hadtlh (unusual expressions occurring in the Traditions], the contents of which fill
sixteen small volumes.    In this production he employed certain letters by means of
which any word sought for could be found out.    His pen was more eloquent than
his tongue.    He compiled also a history and others works.    Abu '1-Barakat Ibn al-
Mustaufi (vol. II. p. 556) mentions him in the History of Arbela, and counts him
among the strangers who visited that city: " He was/' says he, "a man of learning
ff and varied information; he composed some good poetry/'    This historian then,,
gives the verses composed by Ibn ad-Dahhan in praise of the shaikh Taj ad-Din Abu
'1-Yumn Zaid fbn al-Hasan al-Kindi (vol. I p. 546).    The kdtib Imad ad-Din also
speaks of him with high commendation in the Kharida,  and gives some fine
passages from his poetry.    One of these pieces is the following, composed on the
grammarian Abu Muhammad Said Ibn aMttubarak Ibn ad-Dahhan, generally known
by the surname of an-Rasih (the monitor], who had lost one of his eyes; we have al-
ready spoken of this person (vol. L p. 574):

Ad-Dahhan is not far from having a son more deceitful (3) than himself in two ways. (Tii
like) one of the wonders of the sea, you may well relate it: (the son has) a single eye and a
double face (4).